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present faultes: but also prevente them that be like to fall. And by
this meanes their houses continewe and laste very^ longe with litle
labour and smal reparations: in so much that this kind of woorkmen
somtimes have almost nothinge to doo. But that ^ they be com-
maunded to hewe timbre at home, and to square and trimme tip stones,
to the intente that if anye woorke chaunce, it may the spedelier rise.
Now, syr, in theire apparell, marke (I praye you) howe few woork-
men they neade. Fyrste of al, whyles they be at woorke, they be
covered homely with leather or skinnes, that will last vii. yeares.
When they go furthe abrode they caste upon them a cloke, whych
hydeth the other homelye apparel. These clookes through out the
whole Hand be all of one coloure, and that is the natural coloure
of the wul. They therefore do not only spend much lesse wullen
clothe then is spente in other contreis, but also the same standeth
them in muche lesse coste. But lynen clothe is made with lesse
laboure, and is therefore hadde more in use. But in lynen cloth
onlye whytenesse, in wullen only clenlynes is regarded.
As for the smalnesse or finenesse of the threde, that is no thinge
passed for. And this is the cause wherfore in other places iiii. or v.
clothe gownes of dyvers coloures, and as manye silke cootes be not
enoughe for one man. Yea and yf he be of the delicate and *2yse
x. be to fewer whereas there one garmente wyl serve a man mooste
commenlye ij. yeares. For whie shoulde he desyre moo? Seinge
yf he had them, he should not be the better hapte or covered from
colde, neither in his apparel anye whitte the comlyer. Wherefore,
seinge they be all exercysed in profitable occupations, and that fewe
artificers in the same craftes be sufficiente, this is the cause that
plenty e of all thinges beinge among them, they doo sometymes bringe
forthe an innumerable company e of people to amend the hyghe
wayes, yf anye be broken.
Many times also, when they have no suche woorke to be occupied
aboute, an open proclamation is made, that they shall bestowe fewer
jhotires in worke. For the magistrates doe not exercise theire citi-
zens againste theire willes in tinneadeful laboures. For whie in the
institution of that weale publique, this ende is onelye and chiefely pre-
tended and mynded, that what time maye possibly be spared from the
necessarye occupations and affayres of the commen wealth, all that the
citlzeins shoulde withdrawe from the bodely service to the free
libertye of the minde, and garnisshinge of the same. For herein
they suppose the felicitye of this liffe to consiste.
OF THEIRE LIVINGE AND MUTUAL CONVERSATION TOGETHER
But nowe wil I declare how the citizens use them selfes one to-
wardes another: what familiar occupieng and enterteynement, there
is amonge the people, and what fassion they use in the distribution of